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·         Accessible Fishing Piers Under Construction at Prairie Park Fishery
 
 
Parks Season Ending
Parks & Recreation staff began their seasonal process to turn off water and close restrooms
throughout the park system. This is in preparation for freezing winter temperatures and the loss of
seasonal cleaning staff. The park system includes over 30 restrooms, more than 50 drinking
fountains, and many irrigation lines, so the winterization process must start in early fall. Restrooms
at select parks will remain open until November, as staffing and temperatures allow. Portable
restrooms will be available in some locations after they close. Parks with gates will close to vehicle
traffic as weather requires; walkers and bikers will continue to have access.
 
 
Sinclair Garden
The Parks division will begin construction of the new Sinclair Community Garden this week. New
ADA-accessible sidewalks and parking will be added to support the garden. It will be ready for
residents to lease in time for the 2023 growing season.
 
 
Frontage Road Project Near Glass Road NE at Edgewood Road
The 10/11 council meeting agenda includes a public hearing for assessment of Edgewood Green LLC,
owned by Darryl High. The 2013 construction of a large apartment complex along Edgewood Road
added additional vehicle trips to Glass Road NE. The assessment is for the construction of a frontage
road, which will eliminate an access onto Glass Road that is too close to the intersection with
Edgewood Road. The access point was required to be consolidated with other access points in the
area to improve safety. Future development is anticipated nearby, which will add additional traffic to
the area and further necessitate the frontage road project.
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The City acquired the necessary easements between 2018 and 2021. Ordinance No. 013-06,
approved by Council on 3/22/2006, included the property owner’s agreement to assessment for
improvements up to $25,000 (or the increased amount as adjusted for inflation) for a frontage road
extension. City staff met with Darryl on 10/3 to discuss the project and assessment commitment.
The City is planning to bid this project in December, with construction to take place in
spring/summer 2023. The Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost is $140,000.
 
 
Mount Vernon Road Corridor Action Plan Update
The 10/11 council meeting agenda includes a public hearing regarding sidewalk construction along
Mount Vernon Road. The Mount Vernon Road Corridor Action Plan was adopted by City Council on
1/24/2017 following extensive public input. The adopted Plan included a list of recommended
actions to make aesthetic, pedestrian and pavement improvements along Mount Vernon Road SE,
from 14th Street to Memorial Drive. The section from 14th Street to 20th Street will bid this Fall,
with construction scheduled in 2023. The Plan also included a recommendation to add sidewalk
along Oak Hill Cemetery. This will require the removal of a section of the historic stone wall located
within City right-of-way, near 15th Street SE. City staff have considered alternatives to removal of
the wall. Due to the extremely deteriorated condition of the wall, staff determined protection or
relocation of the wall to be impractical.
 
The Public Works Department is coordinating the sidewalk project with the Oak Hill Cemetery board.
Compensation for the wall removal is included in the offer for right-of-way acquisition. Some of the
stone may be salvaged upon removal if desired. The public hearing regarding this project is a
necessary step in the assessment process for new-sidewalk construction. Another public hearing will
occur closer to the time of bid letting for this project.
 
 
Flood Control System — Robinette Property Acquisition
The 10/11 council meeting consent agenda contains a resolution recommending referral of the
proposed property acquisition located at 1523 5th Street NW to the Linn County Compensation
Commission. This property is needed as part of the City’s Flood Control Levee at O Avenue NW
project. It is the first of several Time Check properties anticipated for similar resolutions in the next
six months. In February 2023, the City presented an offer of the appraised value of $135,000 to the
owner and a notice of relocation eligibility, as per the process previously review by Council.
Negotiations have come to an impasse.
 
Upon Council acceptance of the resolution, the City would be permitted to file an application for
eminent domain proceedings to obtain title to the property, maintaining the project schedule. City
staff will remain available to continue negotiations up to the point of the Compensation Commission
hearing.
 
 
City Week Open House
Staff are planning an open house event on Wednesday, 10/12 from 5–7 PM at the City Services



Center, 500 15th Avenue SW. The public is invited to come see behind the scenes of the CSC
building, learn about different vehicles and equipment used by departments, visit with City staff, and
enjoy fun games and activities for the entire family. There is no formal presentation or ceremony as
part of this open-house event. Children can climb in City vehicles for a close-up view of equipment
different departments use to keep the City running safe. All are welcome to join!
 
 
National Fire Prevention Week
October 9–15 is National Fire Prevention Week. This is one of the Fire Department’s largest
community-outreach events, marking the time of year the Department asks everyone to prepare
their homes and businesses for safety and fire prevention.
 
You’re invited to the 2022 Cedar Rapids Fire Department Open House on Thursday, 10/13 from 6–8
PM at the Central Fire Station, 713 1st Avenue SE. Firefighters will show visitors around the station
and demonstrate firefighting skills and tools. Visitors will also be invited to hop inside a fire engine
and learn about the fascinating equipment. Food vendors will be available to help make this a fun
night. All are welcome to this family-friendly event.
 
 
Hayes Park Playground Vandalism
Playground equipment at Hayes Park was vandalized by fire on Tuesday. Staff estimate the fire
caused approximately $30,000 in damage. A large portion of the playground is closed for safety.
Previously, netting on the net climber at the park was cut. The climber is also shut down due to the
$10,000 cost to replace the net. Given the very long lead times and high cost of new equipment,
playground equipment at the park may need to remain closed for several months. The Parks &
Recreation Department has noted an increase in park vandalism across the city. Staff are
implementing security measures — including cameras where possible. The Department is also
exploring ways to get neighborhoods involved in watching and reporting vandalism at parks.
 
 
Matthew 25 Corner Store Street Parking
City staff met with Matthew 25 staff to discuss parking near the Corner Store at the intersection of
Ellis Boulevard NW and E Avenue. While onsite, approximately seven on-street parking spaces were
identified that can be converted to add a 30-minute time restriction, facilitating faster parking
turnover for customers of the store. Staff will continue to work with Mathew 25 and nearby
neighbors on a potential for three additional time-restricted spaces that were identified during the
visit.
 
 
Stump Removal & Site Restoration Update
Since 3/7, City staff and contractor crews removed more than 7,300 tree stumps in neighborhoods.
In that time, the total number of stumps needing removed increased by 909 — bringing the current
completion rate to approximately 75% stumps removed of the 10,006 stumps identified.
Approximately 75% of the sites where stump removal occurred are seeded, fully restored and
retired in the inventory.



 
 
Destination Iowa Application Status
Last week, Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) staff received the City’s final application for
just over $6.3 million for greenway improvements in Czech Village/New Bohemia. The application
includes the Czech Village Roundhouse, destination park, and woonerf (convertible street for
events). In the e-mail notification, IEDA staff indicated they will review the application with
leadership, in connection with the original-scored application. We will notify City Council as soon as a
grant award is set.
 
 
Riverside Skatepark Update
Following discussions between staff and engineers, the timeline for opening the relocated Riverside
Skatepark has been adjusted. Intermediate completion milestones have been included in the
construction contract. These milestones will provide for occupancy prior to landscaping. The
skatepark project is scheduled for 25% completion by the end of May, with substantial completion
by the end of July 2023. The adjacent playground project is slated for completion in August
2023. While seeding and landscaping will take place through August and September, skaters should
be able to return and use the skatepark in early to mid-August, and the playground around early
September. The Parks & Recreation Department anticipates holding an opening event for the
skatepark in the first week of August 2023.
 
Staff continue to look at temporary options for skateboard use in spring and summer of 2023. Bids
for temporary equipment will be received in November. Then, staff will reach out to users for input
on available packages. Current sites in review are the snow pad near the Connect CR bridge entry
(east of the Sinclair levee), Jones Park, and the Time Check area.
 
Staff will send a newsletter updating users about the status of temporary options and bid timelines
early next week. Eduskate staff requested renderings of the new park to display on a wall in their
store. The display will include information on how skaters can keep updated on the project. Parks &
Recreation staff are providing them with the display this week.
 
A public hearing on the Riverside Park flood project will be held at the City Council meeting on
10/11. Rob Davis and Steve Krug will be available to answer questions.
 
 
Valley Park Pollinator Site
The Parks division is currently in the surface prep phase at the Valley Park pollinator site. Contract
crews are working to eliminate the existing vegetation and ground cover. This is an important step in
the process and can take quite a bit of time, as the prairie seed needs optimal soil contact to be
successful. After the grasses and weeds are removed, proper temperatures are needed before
prairie seed can be applied. If seed is applied when it is too warm, it will begin to germinate too
early, and killed off when temperatures dip lower. Once temperatures are nearing the 30s, a seed
driller will be used to plant the seeds in the soil.
 



 
Accessible Fishing Piers Under Construction at Prairie Park Fishery
Construction is underway on three fishing piers that will be completely accessible for individuals with
disabilities to enjoy at Prairie Park Fishery. The piers will have cantilevered decks that extend beyond
the edge of the water. The decks are designed to allow people of all mobilities an opportunity to fish
in deeper waters over the lake or along the banks. This experience has been otherwise challenging
due to the terrain. Those using the piers will have fully ADA-compliant amenities from the parking lot
to the water. We anticipate the piers will be complete in November, coinciding with when the lake is
stocked by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
 
The new piers are part of the City’s continuing ADA improvements throughout the Cedar Rapids park
system. Improvements are underway in the southeast parks quadrant at a cost of $2 million. More
than $4.9 million in improvements have already been made in the northeast and northwest
quadrants.
 


